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PASTOR'S MESSAGE

Dear Brothers and sisters in Christ:

| have listed some of the various worship services, classes, visits, and
other activities in which | have engaged throughout the year. But as | have
said in the past, our lives together here at Trinity are much more than
statistics. We have laughed and cried and talked and hugged one another.
We have shared our ups and our downs and have walked together through
some amazing paths this past year. In the following paragraphs | have
attempted to point out some of those times that stick out in my mind. What
do you remember most about our time together? What would you write about
2019? Here are some of mine:

February 2020

Although technically Goodnight is December 31%, I always look at it
as both the end of the year and the beginning of the next year as well. And as
in years past, along with many other local venues, Trinity hosted performers
for the annual concert series welcoming in the New Year. But the real kick-
off to the year was the ‘Trinity’s Got Talent’ dinner benefitting the Halls’ fire
recovery. The number of people who came together to make the dinner a
success was amazing, and in the face of the tragedy, the laughter and the sheer

¥ joy of the event was a blessing to all of us. Later in the month Ann Mathews

resigned as our secretary. Our adult class started a series studying other faith
traditions by welcoming Father Olaf Scott, a retired Orthodox priest, to talk to
our class. Orthodox Jews, Unitarians and numerous other religious leaders
visited us throughout the winter and spring. The Pastors Felici brought a
youth group from Pendleton County to serve at Trinity’s Table and they all
spent the night at our house. The month ended with a Synod continuing
education event on the opiod crisis, frigid temperatures, and Jamie Adamik
warmly accepting an offer to serve as our secretary.

February began with the sad news of the passing of Charlie Hurt even
as his granddaughter, Grace and her friend Whitney prepared for their first
communion. The funeral would be later in the month, the first communions
in March. The WV Supreme Court of Appeals used Trinity as one of its
locations for a film it was preparing on domestic violence, and the first of a
number of milk deliveries filled our refrigerator space and left us scrambling
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to find homes for gallons of USDA milk. The first of many Camp Luther preparatory meetings started. In the
middle of the month, Sophia Reyna, Ashley’s five year old niece died from sepsis. We would have a memorial
here in March. At the monthly Ohio / Kanawha conference meeting | learned of the newly formed group
supporting grandparents raising grandchildren. Later I met with a neighbor, DJ, and counseled and consoled
him on his pending death. He died within the week. The month ended with my attending the RCCR Annual
meeting.

Our Shrove Tuesday dinner and Ash Wednesday service began March and our Lenten season. Midweek
Lenten services would continue throughout the month. | attended the CLP annual board retreat, and later in the
month Jim Wicker’s installation at Cross of Grace in Hurricane. Also in March, 20 or so members of my
family took Boo Boo, my mother, to dinner and to see the Oak Ridge Boys for her 93" birthday celebration.
She had tickets to see them forty years earlier and did not get to go because of a snow storm. It was a great
evening. Trinity was one of the sponsors of the Covenant House Chef’s Challenge and several of us attended
that event. Near the end of the month one of our oldest members, Carol Kimberling, died. Like Charlie Hurt,
she was an inspiration to us all. Her memorial service would be in April.

In April we welcomed former pastor, Ron Schlak, for Carol’s memorial. Our midweek Lenten services
continued. Palm Sunday was celebrated with a salad luncheon. Holy week services were conducted and after
the Good Friday service | spent several hours consoling the friend of a suicide victim. 1 would drive her to her
home near Columbus the next day. The following day at our community Easter sunrise service | played the
keyboard as my contribution. Our Easter service followed complete with the traditional egg hunt and Easter
bunny. The next day | was interviewed by WCHS and WSAZ for comments about a shooting on Elizabeth and
the local impact of Trinity’s Table. I visited a friend from AA at the hospital — he died later that afternoon.
Camp Luther preparation and meetings continued.

Our annual Trinity Bell Tones concert and dinner kicked off the month of May. Several of us attended
the KPCC Founders Day luncheon and Rea of Hope dinner, and Cindy and | attended a number of celebrations
centered around Olivia’s graduation from her doctorate program. After graduation Ashley and Olivia would
move to Bridgeport, WV to begin Olivia’s CRNA career. I was honored to attend the bar associations
memorial for Charlie Hurt and watched a law school classmate, Judge Todd Kaufmann, eulogize Charlie. The
OK conference conducted another educational meeting learning about the enneagram, and | began premarital
counseling for Emma Bass and Jeff Schruefer, friends from Maryland. | delivered a check from CLP
(Community Luther Partners) payable to Olney Baptist Church in Cabin Creek. The church had severe flooding
damage and CLP, of which | am a board member, made a contribution to its repair. The WVWMD Synod
Assembly began and | once again served as chair of the reference and counsel committee.

Synod Assembly continued into the month of June. We went to our summer schedule of having a single
service, and although one could think things would slow down, June was a very busy month. | took a few
vacation days at my farm for our annual fishing tournament and, after attending a CLP board meeting in
Wheeling, returned to finalize Camp Luther preparations. Camp took up the middle week of the month. Along
with Linda Muhly and Tony Setley, | once again served as a teacher in senior camp. Trinity offered
scholarships to thirteen (13) campers — what a wonderful gift! Immediately upon return from camp, we began
our VBS program. Once again we used the previous year’s Camp Luther curriculum. It kicked off with a bang,
literally, as we experienced a storm and tornado warning the first night. All were calm as we huddled in the
basement waiting for the worst to pass; and the program was great. I ended the month with Emma’s and Jeff’s
wedding at Deep Creek Lake in Maryland. My cousin, fishing and hunting partner, Rich, died in June. His
visitation in Washington, D.C. would open July.
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As in summers past, various youth groups from near and far stopped by Trinity to spend the night on
their way to mission trips or vacation spots. We hosted several. Joel Gensler, Rachel Hall’s father and Camp
Luther stalwart, died. 1 was honored to be asked by the family to participate in the funeral at St. Paul in
Huntington. | attended my family reunion and we had our Trinity family picnic at Coonskin Park. We rented
a van, and a group of ten (10) adults from our Sunday school class and beyond traveled to New Vrindaban,
WV, a Hare Krishna community in Marshall County. Krypamaya Das one of the residents met us upon our
arrival and guided us through the Palace of Gold, took us to lunch in the restaurant on the grounds and walked
us through the temple. He explained their faith and was patient with all our questions and wanderings. It was
a good trip. We ended the month with Christmas in July and Trinity once again showed its generosity.

Things finally slowed to a summer pace in August. Cindy and | traveled to the beach for a week.
There were the usual worship services, home visits and hospital times, meetings and study. | began in earnest
preparing for Shattered Faith, the support group for folks physically or emotionally injured by church that |
would lead with Eugenie Taylor from KPCC beginning in September. Cindy and I used Trinity’s kitchen to
prepare lasagna for 25 for a Girls Night Out at Rea of Hope. Labor Day saw a gathering of grandchildren and
kids of all ages at my farm.

With September we returned to our usual schedule. Rally Day and Sunday school, Bible study and
bells all resumed. | attended the LARCUM (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic, United Methodist) retreat
and continuing education event. Along with family and friends I spread Rich’s ashes at the farm and returned
through Morgantown to attend Tony Setley’s installation at the WVU campus ministry position. We
celebrated the Agape Feast and Cindy and I attended a play at Capital High School showcasing Zoe Dorst’s
talents.

October saw our fall yard sale. As in the past, it was a good event. As our synod’s CLP representative
| traveled to New Orleans to attend the annual Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) meeting on the effects of
climate change on disasters. It was a fascinating program and | was able to meet with folks from across the
country dealing with increasing floods, wildfires, tornadoes, hurricanes and other issues. | even was able to
renew a contact with Chris Finch, the LDR fellow we worked with in St. Croix several years ago. Upon my
return I attended Sr. Carole Riley’s 60" anniversary of her ministry. She has been our good neighbor at the
WV Institute of Spirituality and | was honored to participate. Ene Purre died. Her service would be in
November.

Ene’s was the last candle in our All Saint’s celebration that opened the month of November. I attended
a renaming ceremony for the drop off center at Covenant House. At Trinity, we held our annual meeting and
luncheon, electing several new members to council. Cindy, Josilynn and | attended the RCCR bean dinner.
We spent Thanksgiving with our children and grandchildren in Columbus and then returned to Charleston to
celebrate a Thanksgiving dinner with an eclectic gathering of eleven (11) folks at our house. It was quite the
event.

In December I attended a Faith Over Fear seminar at Temple Israel. It was an excellent program. We
started our Advent midweek services featuring the Holden Evening Prayer liturgy. | played Christmas carols
for the WELCA group and we packed and delivered Christmas food boxes for more than 100 families. The
Bell Tones played Christmas concerts at Meadowbrook and Edgewood Summit. Debra Payne resigned as the
executive director of RCCR and | attended a going away luncheon in her honor. Cindy and I welcomed many
of you to our Christmas open house. Our young people and choirs gifted us all with a wonderful Christmas
program. On Christmas Eve we had our traditional candlelight service and Christmas morning Cindy and |
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hosted a Christmas breakfast at the church. We celebrated Austin Smith’s baptism. December ended with
nose bleeds, emergency room visits, a rhino rocket and the hosting of Goodnight at which we offered free
coffee and hot chocolate.

These are some of the highlights. But the real story of our lives together is so much more. There are
evenings at Trinity’s Table, hospital and home visits, quiet moments sitting and talking and rousing times
laughing and singing. There are birthday parties at Meadowbrook and Friendly Lutherans. There are Bible
studies and Sunday school classes and dinners in our house and yours. There are conference meetings and
CARLA meetings and board meeting and council meetings. There are Sunday mornings and Saturday nights
and all of the time in between. And all of these times, the good, the bad and the ugly, all of them and more are
laced with a love of God and of one another. Cindy and | have been honored and privileged to be a part of
Trinity. 2019 set a high bar, we are excited to see what 2020 will bring.

God’' s peace,

Pastor R.

Prayer List

If you or someone you know is in need of prayer on a Sunday morning, please fill out a prayer
card and hand it to the usher. The usher will give the cards to the Pastor, who will mention
those names in the prayer of the church that morning. If you or the person whose name you
present is in need of prayer over a long period of time, please call the church office so that we
can place their name on Trinity’s prayer list.

Please pray for:

Danny Baker Jack Beaver Jerry Decker
Brandon Dennis ~ Gwen Fawcett Debbie & David Flinner Juanita Floyd
PK. Khoury Tom, Nicole & Alec Kolarik  Raymond Lacaria Don Lewis
Roger Lynch George McKinney Alex & Mary Jo McLaughlin = O.L. Meadows
Johanna Mitchell  Sybil Moore Erica S. Betty Schillings
Allen Schwarz Jim Snyder Anne Steele Raymond Stricker
Neal Truman Jacqueline Turner Freda Valvanis Ann Wall

AED
Mark your calendars! AED (Automatic External Defibrillator) Training
Q will be Monday, February 10th from 6:00-7:00 p.m.. All are welcome
that are interested in learning how to operate our new unit that will

AT pibarnt hang in a cabinet by the doors to the Social Hall.
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Lutheran Lines (Synod publication)
Our publication is on line and you can
request a copy from Pat Schillings or go
online to the synod website, if you would
be interested in reading what is
happening in our synod with the
WELCA.

Remember to check us out on
Facebook: www.facebook.com West
Virginia Western Maryland WELCA
Learn more about WELCA on national
website www.womenoftheelca.org

WELCA Circle of Friends

We will be meeting for fun and fellowship on

February 6, Thursday, at 10:00am in the social hall.
Our devotion will be presented by Lynn Schillings
and tasty treats by Geri Mackley. We decided in
January that our sale profits would be dispersed as
t o
Lutheran Partners and WVU Lutheran Campus
Ministry. Thanks for your support at our sales!

foll ows: $300 each

WELCA Dates for 2020

Come and join us for fellowship and the learning of
Godos wor d!

February 6, 2020 - Circle of Friends 10:00am at Trin-
ity

March 5, 2020 - Circle of Friends 10:00am at Trinity
March 6, 2020 1 CWU World Day of Prayer at Bream
9:30

March 28, 2020 1 Spring Cluster in Vienna, WV
April 2, 2020 - Circle of Friends 10:00am at Cracker
Barrel

April 5, 2020 7 Palm Sunday Reception

May 1, 2020 i CWU Friendship Day

May 7, 2020 - Circle of Friends 10:00am at Trinity
June 4, 2020 - Circle of Friends 10:00am at Trinity
July 9, 20207 short day trip Beckley Coal Mine and
lunch at Tamarack

July 30 - August 1, 2020 i WV/WMD WELCA Con-
vention Huttonsville, WV

September 3, 2020 - Circle of Friends 10:00am at
Trinity or local restaurant

September 13, 2020 i Rally Day Reception

October 1, 2020 - Circle of Friends 10:00am at Trinity
October ?, 2020 i Breakfast & Hot Dog/Bake Sale
October 17 & 18, 2020 i Fall Retreat at Tygart Lake
November 5, 2020 - Circle of Friends 10:00am at
Trinity

December 3, 2020 - Circle of Friends 10:00am
Christmas Fellowship at Trinity

December 20, 2020 i Christmas Reception

Bean Soup Mix Sale It 6s t h4qt
year for some delicious soup on these cool
winter days! The Circle of Friends are still
selling $5.00 bags of bean soup mix with
recipe. See Pat or Lynn Schillings or Karen
Stouch if you would like a bag or two. The
profit from our sale will go to
utréaghdorograma. THaeks n|i
for your support.

Tr i



https://webmail.suddenlink.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.facebook.com&hmac=6d92fa9ccf4ef147325dab3465384f4b
http://www.womenoftheelca.org
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<o, News from the WELCA (cont.)

“rue s HOW ARE YOU CALLED TO SERVE WOMEN OF THE

ELCA?
by Gwen Edwards ‘
Have you ever wondered wha™
whol eness in the church, tegud
meansintheWomen of the ELCAGS g o
The phrase could mean different things to each person Sl
who reads it. It could also hold a different meaning each VT
time a person reads it.
| am not a cradle Lutheran; | was born Protestant.
Growing up as a military dependent, | attended worship with my girlfriends. | visited
the Catholic, Protestant, and Lutheran services at the neighborhood chapel on the Air
Force Base. One could say my faith life began there. Years later, | met a friend who
i nvited me to the Lutheran faith. Thatos
woman invited me to attend a womendés even
Women of the ELCA.

HOW ARE WE CALLED?

As a participant in the Women of the ELCA, we are called to ministry and action. But

how are we called? We study the Bible; we come together in fellowship; we attend

events outside our church walls; we have fun; we make new friends. The list is

endless.

After a difficult discussion one Sunday morning, | reminded myself of Women of the
ELCAGs mission and purpose statements. Th
how | am called to serve our Lord.

The statements call me to mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.

They also call me to promote healing and wholeness in the church, society, and world.
Sometimes that means having unpleasant and uncomfortable conversations.

When women adopt resolutions at their Syn
we dondét stop there. We act on them. We |
purpose statement. We follow Jesusd examp
It is our task to help, advocate, and learn. When we use Gather magazine Bible

studies to study the Word, we not only grow in our spiritual walk, we learn how to help
others do the same.

How do you live out the Women of the ELCA purpose and mission statements? Did

you know there are resources from the Women of the ELCA that help with

conversations around social issues? Have you registered to attend the Gathering

2020 this July so you can make new friends, enjoy fellowship, and learn?

Gwen Edwards is a former Women of the ELCA executive board member. She lives in Bellevue, Nebraska, and attends
Lord of Love Lutheran Church in Omaha.

Photo: Tenth Triennial Gathering | Patty Grieve, Georgetown, Texas, Christ Lutheran, counts hygiene items for In-kind
gifts.


https://www.womenoftheelca.org/about
https://www.gathermagazine.org/bible-study/
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/resources
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/new-triennial-event-page
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/new-triennial-event-page
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Announcements |
1

Sunflower Box: Winter time is typically a slow time for donations to the Food Pantry so
for February please consider donating canned pastas for our sunflower box. Any kind is
fine, preferably with meat for extra protein. Many thanks for your generosity and may God
richly bless you for thinking of those less fortunate than we!

Friendly Lutherans

Friendly Lutherans will meet February 19th at 11:30 am. The Lasagna is provided (Karen S., Jonalee Y., Pat S.),
salad ( Susan S.), and Garlic Bread (Helena S.). Please bring an appetizer for our fellowship time, or dessert to
share. .Join us for a warm hearty meal on a possibly cold day in February.

Questions???? Call or text Karen Stouch(304) 437-3371.

February 19 Lasagna

«= Play,
Sunday School Classes &% .ngm

Classes and Opening will continue the month of February. Opening 9:50 in social B = and
hall, Classes 10:00! Thanks to Susan Feinburg for stepping up and teaching %f’ﬁ ‘Grow...
S )

, N . : "
Lisads class since she moved to Loui 'P}V.Tge'ffle"
i

Children’s Sermon

Do you enjoy the Children’s Sermon? See Laura Knauff or any of the presenters listed below to volunteer.
February 2 Pastor Randy February 9 Adam Knauff
February 16 Rosa McKinney February 23 Sarah Long

Celtic Concert and Dinner

A dinner of stew, bread and desserts will be held at Trinity on Friday, March 27, 2020, at 6 pm.
A concert presented by Castlebay, a couple from Maine who perform Celtic music will follow and proceeds
wi || benefit Trinity’s Table. Tickets wil/l be a\
date open. We hope to see you all there!

Do you have a student in college?

=

We would like to send them a treat! Please email the office with the address your college
student would use to receive packages

Trinity Bell Tones Our first month of the new year was fun and exciting! We are already preparing for our
Spring Concert, which will be May 9th. We are working on a piece that is very challenging! We will ring for a
service in February.

Come and check out a rehearsal if you are interested in joining the hand bell choir, you do not need /
to know how to ring! We will teach you everything you need to know. It is best to know how to

read music and have a good sense of humor. Our rehearsals are every Monday from 7:15 to 8:15ish.
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February 2020

Tyl er O’ Cul

Matt Justice

3

4

7  Charlie Long
7  Raymond Stricker
8 Charlie Young Il
13 Sybil Moore

16 Lily Hall

17 Gale Pukall

18 Sara Busse

19 Chad Jones

25 Justin Dermit

26 Jeanine Adkins
27 Abigail Richards
28 Charles Wilson
28 Laveda Winkler

29 Jonalee Young
Please inform the office if
there is a mistake or someone

was left off the Birthday list.
Thank you!

Email : office@trinitywv.org

Phone: (304) 342-5212

FEBRUARY 2020

ALTAR GUILD GREETERS USHERS
FEB 2 8:45 Helena Stricker [John Dixon, Rick Bird
11:00 |Lee & Susan  |Jan Farris John Farris, Charlie Young
Feinberg
FEB 9 8:45 Pat DesRocher |Art & Pat DesRocher
11:00 |[Lee & Susan | Phyllis Yost John Farris, Charlie Young
Feinberg Virginia Cobbs
FEB 16 |8:45 John Dixon, Rick Bird
11:00 |Lee & Susan  |Jim Snyder John Farris, Charlie Young
Feinberg
FEB 23 |8:45 Pam Beaver Art & Pat DesRocher
11:00 [Lee & Susan Jonalee Young John Farris, Charlie Young
Feinberg

1st Sunday

Schedule for the Collection Counters:
Jim & Robin Snyder

2nd Sunday  George & Susan Schwarz

3rd Sunday Janet Richards & Wanda Crooms
4th Sunday  George & Rosa McKinney

ALTAR FLOWERS $46.00 SANCTUARY CANDLE $5.00
FEB2
FEB9
FEB 16
FEB 23 Helena Stricker
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TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
1600 Kanawha Boulevard, East

Charleston WV 25311

(304) 342-5212

www.trinitywv.org

Pastor Randolf E. Richardson

Sunday Service:
8:45a.m. & 11:00 am
Christmas Eve 7:00 p.m.

FEBRUARY 2020

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED



